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indiscriminate shooting of agitators had this been kept
down. The lower English ratings showed a definite
interest and curiosity; they appeared to have approached
the Squadron Soldiers' Council delegates and listened to
the detailing of their revolutionary organization and to
what advantage they had gained by their struggles. The
English crews were at that time claiming a rise of pay.
The English Government did not consider the combined
demand of the lower grades of the Navy personnel to be
quite so harmless as it appeared, as it at once doubled the
pay of men and officers without having obtained previous
parliamentary sanction.
When it became clear that the English order against
fraternization was due in the first place to the fear that
the Germans might spread their revolutionary propaganda
amongst the English Fleet and people, the motive for the
idea that the German crews should be made to feel that
they were prisoners instead of being interned, was also
evident. This type of unworthy and disdainful treatment
which was contrary to every usual international custom
was meant to show England in the full glory of the judg-
ment of the world and to degrade the German seamen
before the English people and before the whole world.
They tried to impart a particular brilliance to this glori-
fication by inviting a great number of dignitaries and
representatives of the Press to view the Fleet.
The forbidding of intercourse between German ships
due to the revolutionary propaganda, which was still
cultivated by a portion of the German ships' crews,
especially the baiting of officers, was not found to be
entirely oppressive by the Squadron Command, as it
served in this way to help in the maintenance of discipline
and order when required; against the foregoing I felt the
sense of humiliation with every single member of the